
Taking commitments seriously

The Government of Nepal has committed itself to ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation for all in Nepal by 2017. 

The Government of Nepal has committed itself to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This means that it plans to 
ensure 73% water coverage and 53% sanitation coverage by 2015.

The Government of Nepal is a signatory to the Declaration of the Fourth South Asian Conference on Sanitation (SACOSAN IV – April 
2011) that calls for progressive realisation of the right to sanitation in programmes, projects and legislations. The Government of 
Nepal committed itself to have time-bound plans with adequate resources, context-driven equitable and inclusive sanitation and 
hygiene programmes, and harmonised monitoring mechanisms with clearly defined responsibilities and indicators.

Taking rights seriously  
Nepal Drinking Water Quality Standards - 2006 has set standards for water quality in water supply projects, especially in the 
urban areas. 

The Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Policy 2009 puts emphasis on cost recovery in operation and maintenance of the system.

The urban Water Supply and Sanitation Policy 2009 ensures poor people’s access to sustainable basic services at affordable 
prices and grants them a voice in service related decision-making. As such, squatter and slum settlements residing within service 
areas of water systems shall not be systematically excluded from basic services. 

Water supply systems will be augmented and developed as necessary to ensure that all urban populations have access to reliable 
and potable drinking water services, either through a yard connection or through a communal water point at an accessible 
distance not further than 100 metres from their dwellings. (Urban Water and Sanitation Policy 2009)

The District Development Committee (DDC), municipality and Village Develoment Committees (VDC) will allocate funds annually 
on hygiene and sanitation promotion as per requirement. The allocation is reflected in the annual and periodic planning. 
(Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011)

The Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011 emphasises a total sanitation approach as the basic norm to promote hygiene and 
sanitation in a given area, with access to improved and sustainable toilet facilities for every household and institution. Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) status must be the basic minimum and first criteria of total sanitation. (Source: Sanitation and Hygiene 
Master Plan 2011)

Taking Nepal’s municipal situation on water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) seriously 
Urban toilet coverage has stagnated at around 80% since 2000. The trend analysis shows that if the present trend continues, toilet 
coverage will be only 80% against the national target of universal coverage in 2017. (Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011)

Only 12% of urban households are connected to sewer systems or to open drains. (Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011)

Only 19.7% of urban households treat their drinking water using an appropriate method such as boiling, chlorination, filtration and 
solar disinfecting. (The MICS survey 2010)

Liquid waste that is drained through sewers is disposed into rivers without prior treatment. (Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 2011)

Provision of toilet facilities must be made mandatory to all new houses in urban, semi-urban and district areas.  (Sanitation and 
Hygiene Master Plan 2011)

Bacteriological quality tests of drinking water in 28 towns reported that 80% of the samples tested positive for E.Coli and that 69% 
of water sources were liable to microbial risks. (ENPHO, 2009)

Urban water demand is increasing rapidly at between 6% and 9% per annum – around three times the national population growth 
rate. This place strain on existing urban water supply and sanitation services. (Urban Water and Sanitation Policy 2009)

The Nepal Water Supply Corporation Act Second Amendment (2007), Water Supply Management Board Act (2006) and Water 
Supply Tariff Fixation Commission Act (2006) established the legal basis for private sector management of schemes and 
independent fee setting and regulation and are applicable to all urban schemes. (Urban Water and Sanitation Policy 2009)

Output Based Aid, a strategy for using explicit performance-based subsidies will be introduced to promote connection of poor and 
disadvantaged groups to water supply and sanitation systems.  
(Urban Water and Sanitation Policy 2009)
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Taking municipal responsibilities on WASH seriously
As per the Local Self Governance Act (LSGA) 2055 (1999), the functions and duties to be performed 
mandatorily by the municipality shall be: 

•	 To	carry	out	plans	on	drinking	water	and	drainage	in	the	municipal	areas	and	operate,	maintain	and	
repair or cause to be operated, maintained and repaired the same. (LSGA, 1999) 

•	 To	preserve	rivers,	streams,	ponds,	deep	water,	wells,	lakes,	stone	water	taps	and	utilise	or	cause	
them to be utilised properly. (LSGA, 1999)

•	 To	carry	out	or	cause	to	be	carried	out	sanitation	programmes	in	the	municipality	area.	(LSGA,	1999)

Serious benefits that contribute to Nepal’s development
It has been estimated that the economic returns in terms of health, education and livelihood benefit from 
every 100 rupees invested in water and sanitation are worth about 900 rupees (Source: WHO 2008. Sanitation 
generates economic benefits, fact sheet). 

Educating people about hygiene and promoting the practice of hand-washing with soap is a simple and cost 
effective measure that can help prevent diarrhoea by 45%. (Source: Fatal Neglect Report, WaterAid, 2009)

WaterAid transforms lives by improving 
access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation 
in the world’s poorest communities. We work 
with partners and influence decision-makers 
to maximise our impact.

For more information, please contact:

WaterAid in Nepal
Kupondole, Lalitpur, Nepal
GPO Box: 20214, Kathmandu, Nepal
Telephone: + 977 1 5552764/ 5552765/ 5011625
Fax: + 977 1 5547420
Email: wateraidnepal@wateraid.org

www.wateraid.org/nepal

MuAN promotes urban governance by ensuring rights 
and enhancing capabilities of municipal government to 
make cities autonomous, prosperous and self-reliant. 
Develop municipal governments as capable and strong 
institutions to provide urban services effectively are one 
of the core objectives of MuAN. 

Municipal Association of Nepal (MuAN)
190-Niketan Marg, Dillibazar, Charkhal, Kathmandu
P.O.Box 14286, Kathmandu, Nepal
Telephone: +977-1- 4436725
Fax: +977-1- 4418671
Email: muan@ntc.net.np

www.muannepal.org.np

Please visit www.wateraid.org/nepal to download PDF copy.

Note: Please contact us if you have any suggestions.

MuAN


