Women and Water: On the frontline of climate change
A Joint Statement for COP27

The world cannot wait. Progress on SDG 6 is much too slow. In the last two decades access to
safe drinking water in Sub-Saharan Africa, for example, has increased by only 13% and progress
on safe sanitation access is still slower at close to 7% (WHO/UNICEF, 2022). Long-standing water,
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) inequalities are now further exacerbated by climate change. We
must address water insecurity and WASH inequalities to adapt and reduce the impacts of climate
change now.
Climate change is not equally felt across populations with the most vulnerable being
disproportionately affected. We already see the impacts in headlines every day. The most
vulnerable people and communities must have their voices heard in both locally led decision
making and global climate finance dialogues to ensure inclusion and build resilience to extreme
weather events and slow onset changes in water resources impacting daily life.
Women are often depicted as victims of climate induced water insecurity, yet they are also
proactive adaptation actors (Caretta et al, 2022). It is essential we collectively address the
profoundly gendered coping responses and adaptation mechanisms to climate change and
ensure water security and WASH are prioritized in gender transformative climate finance and
response mechanisms.
We call upon decision-makers at all levels to prioritize five action areas to ensure gender
transformative climate finance includes water, sanitation, and hygiene as ‘low regrets’
adaptation measures to confront climate change:
I. The data and evidence are clear: Progress on SDG 6 must be accelerated beyond the
current rate to achieve targets by 2030 and to prevent climate change from inhibiting
future progress. The case for adequate gender responsive climate finance to meet the
foundational WASH and water security is clear: the Infrastructure Consortium for
Africa estimates the gap in regional WASH infrastructure investment to be over US$22
billion/year (ICA, 2018). More and better gender disaggregated data is needed to
further demonstrate the realities across gender, WASH, and climate and to inform
priorities of finance and resource allocations.
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II. Voice and leadership of women is essential: The critical role of women as stewards of
water and proactive adaptation actors must be encompassed at all levels of decisionmaking, local to global, to ensure no one is left behind. It is critical for women,
particularly Indigenous women, to have a voice in platforms of power, to elevate
women’s expertise and presence on the frontline of water security and climate change
as a pathway to inform gender-responsive infrastructure, skills development, and
training, and improving access to climate information.
III. Bridge the gap of locally led water security with global climate finance dialogue: WASH,
water security and climate change are experienced differently by women on the
frontlines collecting water each day from those making national or global level
decisions for climate finance priorities. Participative and cooperative engagement
across all levels, however complex, is critical to prioritize resources for WASH and
water security as low regrets adaptation measures. Cooperation and support must be
enhanced so that Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National
Adaptation Plans (NAPs) articulate clear alignment of national and local water security
and WASH needs to strengthen the case for gender transformative financing,
informed by a comprehensive WASH and water security agenda, evidence, and
women’s leadership.
IV. Prioritize WASH and water security in gender transformative financing: Both donors
and recipients must prioritize quality and quantity of financing sources for WASH and
water security that integrate perspectives and potential impacts of women as
stakeholders, workers, and end users to achieve productivity and inclusive growth.
Accelerated efforts are needed to quantify women’s representation, articulate the
return on investment, and determine how funding can best reach women and their
communities on the frontlines of climate change for long-term, sustained
management of essential WASH services in a water secure environment.
V. Breaking down silos: Multisectoral and multistakeholder approaches are required to
build political support for gender transformative WASH and water security as part of
climate adaptation across health, food security, agriculture, biodiversity, industry and
more. Civil society engagement and cooperation must lead the way. It’s time to move
beyond business as usual, leave behind outdated, pre-existing biases, siloed sectors,
and gender imbalances to create a movement for WASH and water security as an
imperative towards gender equality and climate justice.
Signatories:
Alliance for Global Water Adaptation (USA)
Assane Seck University of Ziguinchor (Senegal)
CaDev (Zambia)
Canadian Feed the Children (Canada)
Canadian Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases (Canada)
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Eco-STEPs, Inc. (Pakistan)
Engineers Without Borders Canada (Canada)
Faculté des Sciences, Université Mohammed V de Rabat FS-UM5R (Morocco) Faculty for
Geoinformation Science and Earth Observation (ITC), University of Twente (The
Netherlands)
Global Forum on Food Security and Nutrition - Agrifood Economics Division (FSN (ESA-FAO))
(Denmark)
Gender Links (South Africa)
Groundwater Youth Network (Nigeria)
Guilan University (Iran)
Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of Technology Sydney
(Australia) Islamic Relief (Myanmar)
RESULTS Canada (Canada)
Ryan’s Well Foundation (Canada)
SOCODEVI (Canada)
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) (Sweden)
Surge for Water (USA)
UNESCO Chair in Water Resources (UNESCO-CWR) (Sudan)
United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH)
(Canada) Water for Women Fund (Australia)
Water With Blessings (USA)
WaterAid (Canada)
Women in Water Diplomacy Network (process support team) (USA)
Women in Water Management in Central Asia and Afghanistan Network Kyrgyzstan)
This joint statement was developed from the Women and Water: on the frontline of climate
change virtual event co-hosted by the Canadian Coalition on Climate Change and Development,
the United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment, and Health (UNU-INWEH) and
WaterAid convened on October 12, 2022.
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